CHINA AS NON-DEMOCRACY:

STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT 

UNDER COMMUNIST PARTY DICTATORSHIP
 










AUTHORITARIAN REGIME: The High CCP has unlimited authority over all social, political, and economic questions in China. 

However, recent economic liberalizations have been followed by limited reforms in others areas as well.  
Chairman of CCP: Hu Jintau





Politburo: seven CCP members.  Picks Chairman.





Standing Committee: 24 CCP members including Politburo.  Meet in secret.  Chooses members of Politburo.





Central Committee: 340 CCP members.


Chooses members of Standing Committee.


Meetings are called PLENUMS.





National People’s Congress





Local People’s Congresses (Provincial, City, etc)





PLA (People’s Liberation Army)  World’s largest.


 Important military leaders may influence, and often are members, of the high CCP. 





Central Military Commission


Represents the PLA in government.  Headed by Hu Jintau, who replaced Jiang Zemin in 2004. 








EXECUTIVE





President: Head of State.  Hu Jintau.


Vice President


Ceremonial positions.


5 year terms, 2 term limit.





Premier: Head of Government.


Chosen by President.


State Council: “cabinet” headed by Premier.





LEGISLATIVE





National People’s Congress


Power to “elect” president (candidate dictated by high CCP).


Gov policies set by high CCP are announced at sessions of NP Congress.  





Local People’s Congresses


Composed of lower members of CCP.


Elected by the people. 








JUDICIAL





People’s Court


Four tiers.  No judicial review.





People’s Procuratorate


Provide both prosecution and defense attorneys.  


Uphold strict legal code.


99% conviction rate.  


China has highest use of death penalty of any country.








CHARACTERISTICS OF POLITICAL DICTATORSHIP IN CHINA





AUTHORITY OF CCP STRICTY ENFORCED THROUGH SYSTEM OF SOCIALIZATION, REPRESSION, AND PUNISHMENTS.  


A few Examples:  CCP Youth League, education curriculum, censorship, state control of media, state control of internet, gov.  promotion of atheism, strict control over religious organizations & leaders, banned organizations, general repressions of civil society,  one child policy, strict legal system, political prisons, excessive executions, suppression of dissidents, 1989 Tiannanmen Square crackdown…





SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CHANGE: IS CHINA LOOSENING UP?


Increased freedom of religion since Maoist period.  8 new “democratic” parties allowed to advise (but not compete with) CCP.   Less severe punishments for dissidents and free expression than in the past.  Economic freedoms resulting in increased personal/family autonomy.





NOMENKLATURA





Top party officials who determine policy.





National Party Congress.  2,000 delegates.


Elects members of Central Committee.


NPC Delegates chosen by lower Congresses.





National People’s Congress “elects” President and VP (candidates determined by top CCP officials).  Lower People’s Congresses elected by the People.





Head of 


Central Military Commission


Hu Jintau





CONSTITUTION OF 1982: OUTLINES 3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT UNDER A ONE-PARTY STATE.


Largely symbolic or ceremonial.  High CCP governs China.





SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CHANGE: IS CHINA LOOSENING UP?


[In addition to economic reforms discussed elsewhere] Increased freedom of religion since Maoist period.  8 new “democratic” parties allowed to advise (but not compete with) CCP.   Less severe punishments for dissents and free expression than in the past.  Economic freedoms are resulting in increased personal / family autonomy.  Growing Civil Society (but often closely watched by government).











