WHAT IS COMPARATIVE POLITICS?
What is politics?  
Why are there multiple political forms?  
Are some political systems better than others?

Is there a “best” political system?

Do different social, cultural, and economic situations require different political systems?

How can we determine if a political system is “good”?  

POLITICS 
is defined by the Random House Dictionary as “the science or art of governing.”  All organized societies engage in politics.  It is the process by which rulers, representatives, and citizens order their societies and attempt to solve problems and pursue goals of the state.  Politics is also the way governmental power is allocated or consolidated.
In Politicians and Other Scoundrels, Ferdinand Lundberg quotes an unknown author: “Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong remedies.”  Fortunately, many political systems have proven a bit more successful than that.  But how are we to judge the effectiveness of a political system?  How does a specific political system claim legitimacy?
COMPARATIVE POLITICS 
is the division of political science in which alternative forms of government, political theory, foreign policy, and political economy are studied.  Similarities and differences are analyzed for the purpose of understanding and evaluation.

WHY STUDY COMPARATIVE POLITICS?

This class provides an introduction to the complex and interrelated aspects of politics, focusing on five national systems.   It is the goal of this course that, through a commitment to serious study, students will: 
-better understand the roles of change and power in politics

-better understand the roles played by global and domestic economics in a nation’s politics
-better understand the politics and governmental systems of other nations

-better understand varying options for government and potential solutions to 

 social, political, and economic problems

-better understand international problems and relations

-understand the purpose, meaning, and potential results of globalization

-develop one’s own perspective for good government

-prepare for more effective citizenship 

