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General Secretary of CPSU [CCCP]





Politburo: usually 12 CPSU members.  


Picked the General Secretary.








Central Committee: approx. 300 CPSU members. Chose members of politburo.








SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY


USSR viewed itself as leader of the international Communist Revolution (Second World), 


or perhaps as a Great Power protecting its interests…





COMINTERIN: organization of the CPSU that worked to spread international communism: promoted and supported CPs all over the world.


PRE 1945: pragmatic approach; “socialism in one country”, had relationship with Germany prior to Nazi invasion, allied with West against Fascism during the WWII.


COLD WAR: rivalry with USA for supremacy.  Expanded Soviet power abroad (ie satellite states, client states), even during détente!


NATIONALISM: USSR diverged from communist solidarity when it served national interest: rivalry with China, food aid from USA…


GORBACHEV: the last CPSU General Secretary signed a nuclear missile reduction agreement with US Pres. Reagan, pulled the SU out of Afghanistan, ended aid to communist client states, pulled Soviet troops out of Eastern Europe, and finally, allowed the secession of Soviet Republics.
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JUDICIAL


“TELEPHONE JUSTICE”: Hello?  


CPSU official?  Guilty?  Da, comrade.








CHARACTERISTICS OF POLITICAL DICTATORSHIP IN SOVIET UNION


AUTHORITY OF CPSU STRICTY ENFORCED THROUGH SYSTEM OF SOCIALIZATION, REPRESSION, AND PUNISHMENTS.  





DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM: The CPSU is the vanguard of the people; it knows what is best for the people and rules in their true interest.  Any opponent of the Party is an enemy of the people!


One Party State: Frequent mandatory elections for lower Party candidates; no free elections, no opposition parties.


Total Statism: socialist command economy, education as Party tool, state control or involvement in all social and cultural activities.


Religious persecution: USSR officially atheist; all state institutions directed citizenry thus.  Anti-religious policies varied from mass church closings, imprisonment, and executions to grudging, erratic tolerance.


Propaganda, censorship:  state control of all press and media; “party line” always touted, information strictly controlled.


Political repression: no free speech, press, assembly.  Dissidents killed (mostly under Lenin and Stalin) or imprisoned (GULAG).


Police State: KGB and other authorities constantly searched for “enemies of the state”.


The Soviet Union is described by former Soviet dissident Natan Sharansky as a “Fear Society”.











NOMENKLATURA





Top party officials who determined policy.





SOVIETS: established as local councils of “workers, soldiers, and peasants”.  Lacked real power but participation allowed some upward mobility in CPSU.





REPUBLICS: and other local governments run by CPSU.  Allowed varying (limited) degrees of autonomy over certain local  / cultural affairs.








SOVIET CONSTITUTION OF 1977: OUTLINED 3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT UNDER A ONE-PARTY STATE.


Also guaranteed a long list of rights granted to Soviet citizens.  Not followed.





SOVIET REFORMERS V. HARD-LINERS


Lenin and Stalin established totalitarianism in the SU.  The severity of the system eased after Stalin, and a ”back and forth” between reform efforts and hard line reactions can be observed in Soviet (and much of Russian) history.  In fact, Lenin’s NEP was a major relaxation of state control, followed by Stalin’s forced collectivization and 5 year plans.  After Stalin, KHRUSHCHEV initiated “De-Stalinization” and released many prisoners from the Gulag; BREZHNEV followed with a return to stricter controls, and GORBACHEV put in place the reforms of glasnost, perestroika, and democratization that led to the collapse of the SU.











