
FINAL EXAM TEST DATE:__________________

This review packet is to be completed and submitted for a FULL TEST GRADE.  
No one can be exempt without completing this review packet, regardless of otherwise fulfilling all requirements for exemptions.

Note: this review packet provides guidance but is NOT an “omega test preview.”  Review all class notes, readings, assignments, and handouts to prepare for the final exam.

PART I: BE ABLE TO DEFINE, DESCRIBE, AND KNOW THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FOLLOWING CONCEPTS, IDEAS, PHILOSOPHERS, AND TERMS:  (NO WRITTEN RESPONSE REQUIRED FOR THIS PORTION.  But you are advised to look up and take notes on whatever you are unsure of.)

PART II: FOCUS QUESTIONS (REQUIRED).  All answers must be HAND WRITTEN on this packet, or on loose leaf with answers properly numbered.  Typed answers WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
1A. Please be specific: what do you believe are the most important ideas, values, or concepts you learned in this class?  Why?

1. Describe three arguments used by relativists, subjectivists, or post-modern thinkers that support the idea that all truth is relative.
2. Describe three arguments used by objectivists, Natural Law theorists, or realists that support the idea that absolute or universal truths exist.
3. Explain how Derrida’s idea of deconstructionism is based on a relativist view of truth. 
4. Explain why Aristotle would disagree with polylogism.

5. If you were on trial for a crime, would you rather our society and legal system be based on relativist philosophy or natural law philosophy?  Explain.

6. Describe how each philosophy offers ideas to solve the problem of the overcrowded life boat.
Collectivism:

Pure individualism:

Moral individualism:

7. Why could a collectivist and a pure individualist both support eugenics?
8. Why would a moral individualist never support eugenics?

9. Describe and explain the Relativist view of freedom in the context of ONE of the following problems:
a). Is a baby free?
b). Is a well cared for pet free?
c). In the film The Matrix, was Cipher the true advocate of freedom?
10. Explain why relativist philosophy supports the idea that freedom involves gratifying one’s appetites, and getting whatever one wants.
11. “The Story of Mr. Biggles” describes an individual who, because of suffering from amnesia, is manipulated and controlled by the sinister Mr Biggles, until the victim’s memory is restored.  
Explain how this story supports the Natural Law view of freedom and truth, specifically referring to Goethe’s view of the subject.

12. The “Story of Unga Bunga” describes how the British gained control of a people without having to fight them.
Explain how this story supports the Natural Law view of freedom and independence.
13. The ancient Roman Stoic philosopher Epictetus once said "Most people tend to delude themselves into thinking that freedom comes from doing what feels good or what fosters comfort and ease. The truth is that people who subordinate reason to their feelings or the moment are actually slaves of their desires and aversions."

How does this reflect Natural Law philosophy’s view of freedom regarding the Third Category of Dependence?
14. According to Natural Law philosophy, how do high risk and pride needs strengthen and promote freedom, while high security needs threaten freedom?

15. Why do the values of equality and freedom conflict with each other?

16. How do each of the following promote a different philosophy of equality?  Be specific and explain carefully.

a). Nietzsche
b). Marx
c). Jefferson
17. How are the views of Ayn Rand and Kurt Vonnegut similar, regarding the subject of equality?  Be specific and explain.
18. Philosophers from Plato to Rousseau and Marx have called for an end to competition and private ownership of property.  What philosophies support these goals and why?

19. Philosophers from Aristotle to Locke and Rand have defended competition and private ownership of property.  What philosophies support these goals and why?

20. Explain the difference between Natural Rights theory and Relative Rights theory (legal positivism).
21. According to Natural Law Theory, what is the difference between 

a). a right and a privilege?

b). a moral right and a “jungle right”?

22. Using specific examples, explain the difference between Marcus Tullius Cicero’s philosophy of justice and morality, and Ruth Benedict’s philosophy of justice and morality.

Cicero:

Benedict:

23. Explain carefully: how do cultural and moral relativism reject the ideas of natural rights and universal equal human moral worth?
24. Explain carefully: how does Natural Law / Natural Rights philosophy support or explain the idea that certain universal moral truths exist for all human beings, regardless of culture or opinion?
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