Islamic Republic of Iran

 NON-DEMOCRACY:

Theocracy with democratic characteristics













Supreme Leader of Islamic Republic: Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (since 1989)





ASSEMBLY


OF RELIGIOUS EXPERTS





86 members (no women allowed!). Candidates popularly elected to 4 yr terms.





-Shares responsibility to interpret Constitution.


-Chooses and evaluates the Supreme Leader.





Drafted 1979 Constitution.








GUARDIAN COUNCIL





12 members:


6 appointed by Supreme Leader, and 6  nominated by Chief Judge of SC.  





-Can reject legislation passed by Majles.





-Power to block aspiring candidates  for all popular elections.





Head of State.  Supervises politics and society to ensure implementation of Islam (concept of jurist guardianship).





KEY POWERS:


-chief interpreter (faqih) of shari’a


-can overrule or dismiss president


-ban pres. candidates


-appoints chief judge of SC


-appoints half the Guardian Council


-appoints top military leaders


-veto power over legislation


-commander of armed forces


-declare war


-appoint or remove judges and officials


-appoint  directors of press and other  non-governmental institutions








EXPEDIENCY COUNCIL


Created in 1989 by Const. amendment.


Designed to settle disputes between Guardian Council and Majles; today also originates legislation.  32 members appointed by Supreme Leader include Pres., Chief Judge, Speaker of the Majles, and 6 jurists from Guardian C.





MILITARY OF IRAN: 


8th largest in world (540,000 active troops) 


Revolutionalry Guard:


protect Iran from (internal) enemies


Iranian Regular Armed Forces: 


protect the borders from outside enemies








EXECUTIVE





President: Head of Government.  


Mahmoud Ahmadinejad


(since 7/ 2005)


4 year term, 2 term limit. Must be pious Shi’i. Direct popular election, true majority required.





KEY POWERS:


-carries out laws and policies


-propose new legislation


-creates budget


-supervises economy, econ. policy


-signs laws and treaties


-nominates VP and cabinet ministers


-appoints governors, mayors, ambassadors











LEGISLATIVE





Islamic Majles: unicameral parliament.


290 deputies popularly elected for 4 year terms.





KEY POWERS:


-pass legislation (qanun)


-appoint 6 members of GC nominated by Chief Judge


-approve budget, cabinet appointments, treaties





Is characterized by lively debate and disagreement, although political parties are very fluid and weak,  and certain individuals and viewpoints are suppressed.


Women constitute 4% of Majles representation.





JUDICIAL





Supreme Court


Headed by Chief Judge appointed by Supreme Leader.





Courts in Iran focus on two types of law: 





Shari’a : Islamic law





Qanun : law originating from Majles.





Judicial system characterized by strict punishments; death penalty applies to broad range of violations.




















ELECTORATE: universal suffrage for citizens age 15 and up. 





Cabinet: 


Chosen by President, approved by Majles. Initiates most policies.











CONSTITUTION OF 1979: 


OUTLINES A MIXED SYSTEM WITH THREE TRADITIONAL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT UNDER AN OLIGARCHIC CLERICAL THEOCRACY.





AUTHORITARIAN, ILLIBERAL REGIME:


Dissent is strictly limited and monitored; imprisonment for political beliefs is common.  Major theocratic checks on democratic participation and individual rights.  Laws favor Shi’i Muslims in many political spheres.  Death penalty mandates for various private activities (ie alcoholism and homosexuality).  Implementation of shari’a limits women’s rights (“equality with difference”).  Gov. control of much of the press and media.  


LIBERAL, DEMOCRATIC POTENTIAL?


Women enjoy greater rights and demo participation than in most other regional states.  Significant middle class has strong anti-clerical tendencies.  People experienced with partially competitive elections.  Basic separation of powers in gov structure…








SUPREME LEADER








