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FORMAT: 

I. OUTLINE (40% of grade).   Hand written outline required.  By hand.  No typing.  Sloppy work not accepted.
In your opinion, what are 

A. the top 10 arguments supporting the case that global warming is anthropological (human caused)?
B. the top 10 arguments supporting the case that global warming is predominantly a natural occurrence?

C. the policy ideas you would like to see advocated by the next president regarding this issue?

II. DEBATE (60% of grade).

Class will be divided into three groups:

1. The Gorites.

Your task is to convince the Panel that current climate change is mostly caused by human activities; that the projections for the future of Earth demonstrate a global emergency; and serious actions must be immediately taken to prevent catastrophe. 

2. The Skeptics.

Your task is to convince the Panel that current climate change is caused by natural and cyclical phenomena; that projections by Gore, the IPCC and allies are alarmist and unlikely; and excessive government actions based on dubious evidence are likely to cause far more harm than good.
3. The Honorable Undecided Panel.

Your task is to carefully weigh the arguments and evidence presented in the debate, cross reference the arguments and data with your own research, vote for a side, and prepare a brief but SPECIFIC explanation of your vote, which you will present to the class.
Rules. 
1. Use your outline, all materials distributed in class, and any other credible sources to argue for your side, or to vote for a team.  Additional links to assist your research are now posted on our class webpage.
2. When debating or explaining your vote, you MUST cite the source and date of each specific fact used to support your position.

3. Debate Structure: Coin toss determines which team goes first.  Each team has 10 minutes to present arguments, according to any strategy planned.  Teams will then have 5 minute rebuttal time.  In the final 10 minutes, members of the Panel may ask questions of the two teams, directed at individuals or the whole team.

4. All participants may have any materials present that can help with their task.  Gorites and Skeptics are invited to use visual aids including charts, graphs, images, computer / TV screen, etc. 
5. Teams will have two class days to prepare as a group.

Dates:

Tuesday 11/20: quiz on readings, groups established.

Wednesday 11/21: group preparation in class.

Monday 11/26: group preparation in class.
Tuesday 11/27: THE GREAT DEBATE

Wednesday 11/28: THE GREAT PANEL VOTE WITH EXPLANATIONS
PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT H
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