






























BRITISH GOVERNMENT: WESTMINSTER MODEL


PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY with FUSION OF POWERS; CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY (“Queen-In-Parliament”)




















RULE OF LAW


“Unwritten Constitution” based on precedent, tradition, key historical documents.  The “Constitution of the Crown”





PARLIAMENT


 BICAMERNAL LEGISLATURE.  Parliamentary Sovereignty,  Fusion of Powers: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial powers in one body of government.





HOUSE OF COMMONS


Lower House.  Sovereign Body with real governmental power.








HOUSE OF LORDS


Upper House.  Little real governmental power.





ELECTORATE





MONARCHY: Queen Elizabeth II is Head of State. Ceremonial powers.  Figurehead of cultural importance. 


 “God Save the Queen!”





THE GOVERNMENT: PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET





RULING PARTY IN COMMONS





LOYAL OPPOSITION: SHADOW GOVERNMENT





THIRD PARTIES, BACKBENCHERS





BUREAUCRACY


Administer laws and deliver public services





QUANGOS


“Quasi-NGOs”


assist bureaucracy





JUDICIARY








