






























BRITISH GOVERNMENT: WESTMINSTER MODEL


PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY with FUSION OF POWERS; CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY (“Queen-In-Parliament”)




















RULE OF LAW


“Unwritten Constitution” based on precedent, tradition, key historical documents.  The “Constitution of the Crown”





PARLIAMENT


 BICAMERNAL LEGISLATURE.  Parliamentary Sovereignty,  Fusion of Powers: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial powers in one body of government.





HOUSE OF COMMONS


Lower House.  Sovereign Body with real governmental power.








HOUSE OF LORDS


Upper House.  Little real governmental power.





ELECTORATE


Citizens vote for their MP in single member plurality districts.  First-past-the-post or winner takes all system requires plurality of votes, not majority, for candidate to become MP.








MONARCHY: Queen Elizabeth II is Head of State. Ceremonial powers.  Figurehead of cultural importance. 


 “God Save the Queen!”





THE GOVERNMENT: PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET





PM (“first among equals”) is Head of Government.  Serves 5 year terms.  Tony Blair.


PM can call for new parliamentary elections. 


“Collective cabinet” sets foreign and domestic policies for UK.


Each cabinet minister heads a ministry (bureaucracy) of government.


PM and most cabinet ministers also MPs.











RULING PARTY IN COMMONS


Majority party in Parliament (currently New Labour) chooses Party leader, who becomes PM


Debates and refines potential legislation, scrutinizes administration of laws.














LOYAL OPPOSITION: SHADOW GOVERNMENT


Second largest party in Parliament (currently Tories) forms “government in waiting”.  Conservative leader: David Cameron.


Challenge the Government on issues during Question Time.


All MPs can call for a vote of No Confidence; if successful will bring down the Gov and new elections will take place.








THIRD PARTIES, BACKBENCHERS


Less influential MPs scrutinize Gov policy during Question Time, and take part in Parliamentary votes.








BUREAUCRACY


Advise cabinet ministers, administer laws, and deliver public services


Civil Servants are non-partisan career professionals, who work out details of administering Gov policy.


Bureaucracy is important part of executive branch of government.








QUANGOS


“Quasi-NGOs”


assist bureaucracy





JUDICIARY





Five LAW LORDS from HL serves as UK’s highest court of appeals.





Concept of Parliamentary Sovereignty has limited the power of judiciary, but…





CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT OF 2005


Provides for a Supreme Court of the UK.  Is Judicial Review on the way??





British independent judiciary is considered a model of the  rule of law and a just legal system.














