AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS ASSIGNMENT SHEET
SODARO TEXT CH. 7 ASSIGNMENT SHEET online  
Thoroughly read the Sodaro packet, Chapter 7, Democracy: What Is It?, pages 162 to 184.  
**BE PREPARED FOR A QUIZ ON EACH SECTION, ON THE DUE DATES LISTED!

IN YOUR NOTEBOOK, ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

Assignment:  Read pp. 162 - 167

1. What is popular sovereignty?

2. List and describe the “four purposes of democracy.”
3. List and describe the “four faces of democracy.”
4. What is the paradox of democracy, according to the text?

5. List and describe the “three basic principles of democracy.”

6. Explain the following statement: “Actually, just about every country that has ever been considered a democracy has either significantly reduced or completely denied certain political rights to targeted elements of the population.”

7. When the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, the Baltic States of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia regained their independence.  How did the policies of the newly independent Baltic States demonstrate illiberal democracy?  Why did this occur?

8. Explain why you agree or disagree with the following statement:

Sodaro’s insistence on using the term “democracy” is ultimately counterproductive to understanding his points on the meaning of democracy.

Assignment:  pp. 167- 172
1. Equality is an important value in democratic societies, but there is disagreement over the meaning and scope of the term.  How does the text contrast the terms EQUITY and EQUALITY?  
2. How does Sodaro describe “minimum” and “maximum” forms of democracy?  EVALUATE: what are some advantages AND dangers of each?

3. Define and describe the terms associated with Popular Sovereignty, the “First Face of Democracy”: participation, accountability, representative democracy, direct democracy, electoral democracy, removability, agenda setting, political openeness, transparency, democratic elitism, polyarchy, plebiscitary democracy, techno-democracy.
4. Referring back to representative democracy, list the criteria that must be met for electoral procedures.

5. What is your opinion of “techno-democracy”?  Should political leaders be bound by law to vote on bills or formulate policy based on the opinions of the “electronic-majority”?  Explain.
See back

Assignment: pp. 172-177
1. Sodaro considers “Face II” of democracy to be concerned with rights and liberties.  What does he point out about the U.S. Founders, Constitution, and Bill of Rights regarding this issue?  

2. In his discussion of rights as being linked with democracy, what is the glaring paradox that Sodaro is struggling with?  How does he finally deal with this problem?
3. Compare the situation in Sodaro’s “Majoritania” with the situation in “Apricotia” (AKA “Mangolia”) of our class discussions.
4. Based on the obvious flaws “Majoritania” displays in protecting individual rights and equality before the law, Sodaro offers certain “core values” or “norms” of democracy.  List and describe each.
5. 
A. Define: homogeneous society, heterogeneous society.

B. What is the “homogeneity hypothesis” of democracy?
C. Describe the findings of Arend Lipjhart regarding the heterogeneity hypothesis.
D. Define consociational democracy, and give an example of how it works.

Assignment: pp. 177-184
1. Define and describe “economic democracy.”
2. Analyze Figure 7.3 on page 178.  What is the relationship between economic liberty and economic equality?  Why is this the case?
3. Explain and give an example for each: equitable opportunity, equality of opportunity, and equality of condition.

4. Define and describe: democratic welfare state.
5.  Define: laissez-fare capitalism, people’s capitalism, mixed economies, council or socialist democracy
6. What do Figures 7.5  and 7.6 on page 181 show about how people in different countries view democracy differently?  Explain and give examples.

7. Review Table 7.2 on page 182.  Based on your knowledge of comparative politics, which “variant” of democracy would be most appealing to a Leftist, and which variant would be most appealing to a (classical) liberal?  Explain.
