SODARO TEXT CH. 2 ASSIGNMENT SHEET ONLINE
Thoroughly read Sodaro packet, Chapter 2, Major Topics of Comparative Politics, pages 30 to 52.  

Other readings for use in Unit 2 will be subsequently provided.
NOTE:  Be prepared for a quiz on the section due, AND any supplemental readings distributed in class!

ON LOOSELEAF, ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

Assignment Due: Read pp. 30-37
1. Define the following terms: politics, regime, Freedom In The World, mixed regimes, semi democratic, semi-authoritarian, political process: bargaining, political process: coercion, NGOs, political parties, interest groups, political participation, political behavior, elite behavior, mass behavior, attitudes about politics, economic rationality,  political culture.
2.  Describe four variations of authoritarianism.

3. Explain how countries are rated by the NGO Freedom House (www.freedomhouse.org) in their annual publication Freedom in the World, and give and example of a free, partly free, and not free country (visit web site).

4. Review Table 2.1.  Explain the difference between the Political Rights checklist and the Civil Liberties checklist.

5. a). Describe how democratic countries engage in both political bargaining and political coercion.
    b). Describe how authoritarian countries engage in both political bargaining and political coercion.

    c). In which of the above systems is coercion more important?  Explain.

Assignment Due: pp. 37-46 and 43-48
1. Define the following terms:  political conflict, power, resources, political economy, centrally planned economy, market economy, the state, identity, political sociology, class identity, Gini coefficient (or Gini index), ethnic identity, religious identity, gender identity, generational identity
2. Why is the relationship between states and markets considered to be one of the most important questions in comparative politics?

3. Contrast the three main categories of identity outlined in the reading.

Assignment Due: pp. 43-48
1. Define the following: GEM value, social cleavage, cross-cutting cleavages, polarizing (or coinciding) cleavages 
2. Review Tables 2.4 and 2.5.  Does GEM value always coincide with female representation in a nation’s legislature?  Do these things generally coincide?  Explain.
3. Which is better for national unity, cross-cutting cleavages or polarizing (coinciding) cleavages?  Explain and give examples.
4. Of the five main sources of political conflict identified in this text, which in your opinion is the most divisive for most countries?  Base you answer on the reading and on your knowledge of global politics to date.  Explain.
Assignment Due: pp. 48-52
1.  Define the following: political ideas, liberal democracy, social democracy, V.I. Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Fascism, Adolph Hitler, Benito Mussolini, values, rational choice theory, game theory, zero-sum game, variable-sum game
2.  How do most western democracies try to strike a balance between liberal democracy and social democracy?  Explain.
3. Explain and give three specific examples of the following statement:
 “On a global scale, some of the most contentious issues in today’s world center around values.”
4. Briefly explain the basic arguments used to support and oppose the following statement:

“Certain values are universal for all people, regardless of culture, location, or opinions to the contrary.”

A). SUPPORT:

B). OPPOSE:
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