
FEDERATION COUNCIL: UPPER HOUSE





Two members elected from each region or republic (one by the governor, one by the regional legislature).  178 members total.





Only real powers: delay legislation, confirm Const. Court appointments.





Has some constitutional powers that have never been applied.





DUMA: LOWER HOUSE





Composed of 450 deputies, elected by the people by proportional representation for 5 year terms.





PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION: 


By Pres. Decree, since 2007 all 450 deputies.  Multiple parties in voting district gain seats based on # of votes each party receives.  Results: several parties can be represented in the same voting district.  7% of vote threshold needed for party to qualify.





CHANGE: Prior to 2007, half of seats (225) by proportional, the other half by SINGLE MEMBER DISTRICTS:  Winner takes all “first past the post” system (like UK).





POWERS:  limited.


Can pass bills subject to pres. approval.


Approves budget.


Confirms pres. appointments

















PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET (THE GOVERNMENT)





Appointed by President.  Dimitri Medvedev


PM (or Premier) is Head of Government 





“The Government” is Composed of PM, Deputy PM and Federal Ministers.


PM and Gov theoretically reflect composition of Duma.


Gov formulates policy, working closely w/ pres


Can issue regulations and directives (have force of law), approved by pres.





CONSTITUTIONAL AMBIGUITY: PM and Pres share many powers…





BUREAUCRACY


Huge bureaucracy carries out government policies and functions.








ELECTORATE: universal suffrage for all 18 and older.  Direct election of president, Duma, some local government positions.








CHECKS AND BALANCES?  Despite the 1993 Constitution, the president has consolidated power and avoids significant checks by the other branches.





ASYMMETRICAL FEDERALISM: Regional governments have varying degrees of power and autonomy according to arrangements with Kremlin.  In practice, Russia has a strong central government and weak / dependent regional governments.








PRESIDENT


Vladimir Putin since 3/18/2018





Direct popular election, 6 year term, limit 2 terms.


Two round electoral system to guarantee president wins a true majority.





POWERS:


Head of state


Direct policy-making


Issue decrees


Enforce the law


Appoint PM and Cabinet


Call referendums


Commander in Chief of Armed Forces


Can replace PM


Can dissolve Duma


Can veto legislation


Can exercise Emergency Powers in time of crisis














SUPREME COURT





Final court of appeals in criminal and civil cases





RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT: 1993 CONSTITUTION


(ASYMMETRIAL) FEDERAL REPUBLIC / SEMI-PRESIDENTIAL DEMOCRACY





EXECUTIVE BRANCH:


PRESIDENT, 


PRIME MINISTER, CABINET





LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:


FEDERAL ASSEMBLY: 


BICAMERAL PARLIAMENT





JUDICIAL BRANCH:





CONSTITUTIONAL COURT





19 members appointed by pres., confirmed by Federation Council.





POWER: 


To review laws and decrees (JR).  However, has yet to seriously challenge the other branches.




















