
PRESIDENT


Andrés Manuel López Obrador (MORENA)


Head of state, head of government.


Direct popular election: SEXENIO.





Most Recent Election: 1 July 2018 


(next to be held July 2024) �


Election Results: percent of vote:


Andres Manuel LOPEZ OBRADOR (MORENA) 53.19%, Ricardo ANAYA (PAN+PRD) 22.28%, Jose Antonio MEADE (PRI) 16.41%, Jamie Rodriquez CALDERON (Independent) 5.23%





During one party rule, the president ruled as a virtual dictator at the top of a corporatist oligarchy.  Since 1994 the presidency has become more limited (but remains strong).











MEXICAN GOVERNMENT: TRANSITIONAL / EMERGING DEMOCRACY


1917 CONSTITUTION: FEDERAL REPUBLIC / PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM / SEPARATION OF POWERS





CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES: 


LOWER HOUSE





Composed of 500 deputies directly elected to 3 year terms by the people in a:





MIXED PROPORTIONAL SYSTEM:


1). 300 deputies from single-member districts


2). 200 deputies by proportional representation





PROPORTIONAL SYSTEM DEFINED:


More than one seat is contested in each voting district.  Voters cast ballots for a party rather than a candidate.  The % of votes a party wins determines how many seats the party will have. 
































SENATE: UPPER HOUSE





128 members total, elected to 6 year terms in mixed system:





1). Three senators elected from each state and the federal district. 


2). Remaining 32 elected by popular vote in a proportional system.  








Under one party rule, the judiciary was usually a tool of the PRI.  Today efforts are being made to strengthen the courts.





SUPREME COURT





Top court in Mexico has power of judicial review according to the Constitution.  This has not yet been realized in practice.




















Lower Federal Courts


























State Courts











LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:


BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE:


CONGRESS





Congress was a rubber stamp for the president under one party rule.  Recently Congress has asserted more of its constitutional role.





BUREAUCRACY


1.5 million employed in federal bureaucracy!  Hundreds of thousands of other positions through state level.


PARAL STATALS:  remain important, but current trend is towards privatization.  


PEMEX remains state owned.





CABINET 


Appointed by president.  


Senate confirms attorney general.








STATES:





31 STATES AND ONE FEDERAL DISTRICT





State governors and legislatures are popularly elected.





The trend towards democratization and multi-party, free elections began at the state and local levels.











ELECTORATE: popular elections for President, Congress, many local governments.


Support for the PAN, PRI, and PRD varies according to region, ethnicity, class, and other factors.  Elections are most competitive in urban areas.





CHECKS AND BALANCES:


Historically the separation of powers, checks and balances, and division of powers called for in the Constitution of 1917 have not been adhered to.  The president and his PRI patron-client networks in the corporatist system have held all real governing power.  As Mexico has democratized, however, the Constitution is increasingly followed, resulting in greater power in the legislature and states, a more independent judiciary, and greater respect for the rule of law.





JUDICIAL BRANCH:





EXECUTIVE BRANCH:


PRESIDENT, CABINET














