
UNIT 3: Global Changes, Political Trends   11/13-11/29 2018

Zakaria, The Future of Freedom 2003; Fukuyama, The End of History and the Last Man 1992
In this course we study the government and politics of six countries in light of the major trends and issues currently sweeping the globe.  Virtually no country is unaffected by the issues of 

Democratization: the tendency of countries to adopt democratic forms of government, and to increase the scope of democracy within their systems; 

Globalization: the trend of increasing economic, cultural, and political interdependence driven by the information revolution and expansion of global trade; versus nationalist fragmentation: the trend of national and regional groups to seek greater political autonomy or independence.
Economic liberalization: the reduction of government regulation of the economy, and the increased embrace of free trade and market (capitalist) economics. 

You will read the introduction to Zakaria’s book, and Parts I and II of Fukuyama’s.  Through this assignment, you should think about the above trends in the context of the countries studied in this course.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You must READ each assigned chapter very carefully.  Do not skim to answer homework questions.  Make sure you understand the main points of each chapter.  Come to extra help if it is needed.
Always be ready for a QUIZ on the assignment due (info from previous chapters may also come up).
DUE  Tues. Nov. 13:  Read the Introduction to Zakaria, The Future of Freedom (The Democratic Age).  Be prepared for a quiz.
DUE Thurs. Nov. 15:  Read the Introduction and Chapters 1-3.  Answer the following questions.
Introduction
1. Why did Fukuyama name his book The End of History?

2. Major changes have occurred in global politics and economics over the past 15 years.  Describe two global trends that Fukuyama makes the focus of his book.

3. Identify, Define, Explain:

G.W.F. Hegel, Karl Marx, recognition, progress, modern natural science, authoritarian left, authoritarian right

Chapter 1: Our Pessimism

1. Explain three examples of why Fukuyama argues that the 20th Century has made us into deep historical pessimists.

2. Providing specific examples, explain why many Western intellectuals came to 

A) reject the values of modernism and progress

B) believe that communism was a legitimate form of government for many countries of the world.

Chapter 2: The Weakness of Strong States, Part 1
1. Describe the events that Fukuyama describes as the crisis of authoritarianism.

2. Using three specific examples, explain how strong states prove to be inherently weak.

Chapter 3: The Weakness of Strong States Part 2, or, Eating Pineapples on the Moon.

1. Citing specific examples, describe the failures of totalitarianism observed in the second half of the Twentieth Century in both the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China.

2. Citing specific examples, describe reforms undertaken by the Soviet and Chinese governments in the 1980s that sought to address the failures of those regimes.

DUE Mon. Nov 19:   Read Chapters 4-6.  Answer the following questions.

Chapter 4: The Worldwide Liberal Revolution

1. What was the East Asian Economic Miracle?
2. Explain how the East Asian Economic Miracle

A). demonstrated the credibility and success of capitalism against other economic systems



B). led to capitalist/liberal economic reforms in other parts of the world

3. How can economic liberalism be separated from political liberalism?
4. Why are socialist and liberal views on rights incompatible?






5. Do you think liberalism has emerged as the most legitimate idea in global politics?  Explain.
6. Explain:

A). How can certain interpretations of Islam pose a challenge to Fukuyama’s concept of the “worldwide liberal revolution”?

B). How is this challenge limited in its scope and depth?
Chapter 5: An Idea for a Universal History

1. What is a Universal History of Mankind?

2. Explain the modern notion of progress.

3. Compare and contrast: the dialectic of Hegel and the dialectic of Marx.

5. Define and describe Modernization Theory.

6. What was (is) a criticism of Modernization Theory?

Chapter 6: The Mechanism of Desire

1. What is the Scientific Method?  

2. How has the Scientific Method contributed to the idea of a universal history?

3. Define and describe: “defensive modernization”.

4. Define modern natural science.

5. Explain how modern natural science has produced “directional” history, according to Fukuyama.

6. Define and explain the concept of a rational organization of labor.

DUE Wed. Nov. 21:  Read Chapters 7-9.  Answer the following questions.
Chapter 7: No Barbarians at the Gates

1. Describe three criticisms of modern technological society.

2. Explain Fukuyama’s argument that it seems impossible that mankind will “reverse the directionality of history through the rejection or loss of the scientific method.”

Chapter 8: Accumulation Without End

1. In what ways did the command economy system of communism seem superior to free markets in the 1930s?

2. What is a post-industrial economy?

3. Describe three examples of the failure of communist economics, or central planning.

Chapter 9: The Victory of the VCR

1.  Define and describe Dependency Theory.

2. Describe three arguments promoting Dependency Theory.

3. Why was Dependency Theory popular in Latin America more recently than in other parts of the world?

4. What is import substitution?

5. What is classical liberal trade theory?







6. Explain and describe three examples of how dependency theory was “exploded” (discredited) over the second half of the 20th Century.

7. Identify and explain the significance of the Asian “Tigers”.

8. Compare and contrast the per capita GNP (Gross National Product) of China and Taiwan between 1949 and 1989.

9. Describe three examples supporting Fukuyama’s assertion that capitalism was never seriously “tried” in Latin America.
Happy Thanksgiving
DUE Tues. Nov. 27: Read Chapters 10-12.  Answer the following questions.

Chapter 10: In the Land of Education

1. Describe three examples of the relationship between education and liberal democracy?

2.  A). What is “market-oriented authoritarianism” or “bureaucratic authoritarianism”?

     B). What is an apparent advantage of this system?

     C). What is a disadvantage?

Chapter 11: The Former Question Answered 

1. What has usually been true of the “totalitarian temptation” in the 20th Century?  Why?

2. Why does Fukuyama argue that depraved totalitarian systems, even in otherwise modernized states (the worst being Nazism) do not negate the overall good and directional progress of modernity?

Chapter 12: No Democracy Without Democrats

1. How does Fukuyama’s “Mechanism” of progress (Modernization Theory) reflect a Marxist interpretation of history with a completely non-Marxist conclusion?

2. According to Fukuyama, why is an economic view of history “not satisfying”?

3. In order to truly understand the rise of liberal democracy, and whether it represents the final stage of human political development, what must we first seek to understand?  Explain.
DUE Thurs. Nov. 29:  Read Chapters 10-12.  Answer the following questions.

Chapter 10: In the Land of Education

1. Describe three examples of the relationship between education and liberal democracy?

2.  A). What is “market-oriented authoritarianism” or “bureaucratic authoritarianism”?

     B). What is an apparent advantage of this system?

     C). What is a disadvantage?

Chapter 11: The Former Question Answered 

1. What has usually been true of the “totalitarian temptation” in the 20th Century?  Why?

2. Why does Fukuyama argue that depraved totalitarian systems, even in otherwise modernized states (the worst being Nazism) do not negate the overall good and directional progress of modernity?

Chapter 12: No Democracy Without Democrats

1. How does Fukuyama’s “Mechanism” of progress (Modernization Theory) reflect a Marxist interpretation of history with a completely non-Marxist conclusion?

2. According to Fukuyama, why is an economic view of history “not satisfying”?

3. According to Fukuyama, in order to truly understand the rise of liberal democracy, and whether it represents the final stage of human political development, what must we first seek to understand?  Explain.
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