AP Comparative Government and Politics



     

Mr. Pennino
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2018 

class website: www.classicalliberal.org
Congratulations on choosing AP Comparative Government!  This summer reading assignment is designed to enhance your understanding of the countries and concepts that are central in this course.  Your task is to familiarize yourself with the countries we study, focusing on the key characteristics of their political, social, and economic systems and situations.
INSTRUCTIONS:  Using the country profile feature of the BBC News website, and the CIA World Factbook online (link from class website posted on Pennino’s Eboard) you are to complete the task below for EACH of the six countries of our course curriculum:
Britain, Russia, China, Iran, Mexico, and Nigeria.

TENTATIVE TEST DATE:  AP format, multiple-choice and free response question test on this assignment, early October 2018.  
You may use hand written notes during the exam, as long as you follow these instructions:  ALL HOMEWORK NOTES MUST BE NEATLY HAND WRITTEN ON LOOSE LEAF.  Each country being studied must be identified at the top of each notes page.

These notes must be organized as follows:  
GUIDED NOTES STUDY QUESTIONS FOR EACH COUNTRY: 

I. GEOGRAPHY: identify:
Continent

Bordering nations

Main bodies of water

Climate and key geographic features
Top natural resources

II. POLITICAL: identify:
Capital city

Political classification: is this nation more democratic or authoritarian?

System of government

Top political leader 

Ruling party
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) *see Wikipedia and  transparency.org
III. DEMOGRAPHIC: identify:
Population

Dominant national / ethnic groups

Main language(s) spoken
Most important religion(s)

IV. ECONOMIC: define the following terms and identify for each country:

GDP (both official exchange rate and PPP)
Per Capita GDP (PPP)
HDI

Poverty rate

Unemployment rate

Is this country considered a Less Developed Country (LDC), middle income, or rich nation?

Key characteristics of economy: most important sectors, economic system(s)
V. FREE RESPONSE QUESTION
1. Describe the most important political problem this nation faces today.  Explain why you believe this problem is such an important concern for this nation.
